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France and Great Britain there was growing fear of Germany's
rapidly increasing naval and military strength. In 1904 the
Government not only instituted the Committee of Imperial
Defence, but entered into that Anglo-French Convention which
speedily became an Entente plainly directed against potential
German aggression. The first Morocco crisis followed in 1905,
when Germany staked out her claim to interfere in the dealings
of the Mediterranean Powers in Northern Africa. She dared
to do this, because Russia, France's ally, defeated by Japan
and in the throes of internal revolution, was in no state to
interfere. But the effect was to bring Great Britain, determined
to keep the Germans out of the Mediterranean, into much
closer relations with France. In effect the Morocco crisis of
1905 lined up Great Britain on the anti-German side, and
so prepared the way for the Great War. Military conversations
between French and British military authorities began soon
after it, sanctioned by the Liberal Government which the
crushing defeat of the Conservatives had meanwhile brought
to power.
Before this Chamberlain, by 1905, had converted the bulk
of the Conservative Party to his new gospel, and had forced the
quite unconverted Balfour to give him virtually a free hand
at the General Election. But he had not converted the
electorate. Since 1896 the price-trend had been reversed, and
the cost of living had been rising rapidly enough for the poorer
classes to feel the pinch. The well-to-do persons who con-
trolled the Conservative machine remained unmoved by the
new trend; but the majority of the voters were by no means
disposed to give Chamberlain and the Tories a free hand to
tax their food and other necessaries in the interests either of
Empire unity or of industries which seemed to be doing very
well as they were. The working classes, indeed, had a further
reason for rejecting Chamberlain's blandishments; for the
Taff Vale Judgment of 1901 had so paralysed Trade Union
action that, despite the high profits which were being made,
they were powerless to strike for higher wages. Real wages had
been falling; and they looked like falling faster if the Con-
servatives got back to power. For certainly a Conservative
Government would do nothing to reverse the Taff Vale